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Study Guide for Test on American Foreign Policy 1880-1920  

MANIFEST DESTINY/U.S. EXPANSION 

1. What exactly was the concept of “Manifest Destiny”? 

2. What happened on the “Trail of Tears” and why? 

3. What land did the U.S. take from Mexico as part of the treaty ending the Mexican-American War? 

4. Contrast the culture of the Plains Indians with that of white western migrants in the mid 1800’s. 

5. What exactly were the Indian Wars? 

6. What was the Dawes Act and why was it so devastating to Indian culture? 

7. Should Alice Fletcher “Measuring Woman” be considered more of a hero or a villain and why? 

8. Besides the Dawes Act, what was another method used to assimilate Native Americans? 

9. What happened at Wounded Knee in 1890? 

U.S. FOREIGN INTERVENTIONS/IMPERIALISM 

10. What exactly is imperialism? 

11. What are the similarities and differences between Manifest Destiny and imperialism? 

12. Identify whether each of the following are examples of Manifest Destiny or imperialism:  a) Trail of Tears,  b) 

annexation of Puerto Rico,  c) annexation of Hawaii,   d) Mexican-American War,  e) getting control of the Panama 

Canal zone 

13. What happened to Queen Liliuokalani? 

14. What are two key reasons why the U.S. annexed Hawaii in the late 1800’s? 

15. Who was Alfred Mahan and what impact did he have on U.S. expansionist policy? 

16. How did William Randolph Hearst’s “yellow journalism” and the U.S.S. Maine lead to U.S. involvement in the 

Spanish-American War? 

17. What territories did the U.S. gain control of after the Spanish-American War? 

18. How did the Platt Amendment affect the relationship between Cuba and the U.S. after the Spanish-American War? 

19. What was the Monroe Doctrine and how did Teddy Roosevelt modify it with his “Roosevelt Corollary”? 

20. How did the U.S. gain control of property in Panama to build a canal? 

21. Why was the U.S. particularly interested in building the Panama Canal? 

22. How did the U.S. gain control of the Philippines and why did Emilio Aguinaldo and the Filipino people go to war 

against the U.S. in the early 1900s? 

23. How did Pres. Wilson’s “missionary” (moral) diplomacy affect relations between the U.S. and Mexico? 

24. Who was Pancho Villa and what led to the U.S. invading Mexico in the 1910s? 

WORLD WAR ONE 

25. What were U.S. attitudes toward WWI for the first three years of the war? 

26. How did economics lead the U.S. to side more with France and Britain during World War I? 

27. Besides economics, what are three reasons why the U.S. finally declared war on Germany? 

28. In his war message to Congress in 1917, what did Pres. Wilson say was America’s reason for joining WWI? 

29. What was the Selective Service Act during WWI and how many men were called up because of it? 

30. In what ways was there discrimination within the U.S. military? 

31. What are 3 specific ways the U.S. government took more power over the economy during WWI than ever before? 

32. How did the U.S. pay for the expenses of WWI? 

33. Who got jobs in U.S. factories that had not been able to get them before? 

34. In addition to availability of jobs, what other factors led to the “Great Migration” between 1910-1920? 

35. What methods were used by the government to increase support for the war? 

36. What are three ways that the civil liberties (rights) of Americans were restricted during WWI?  

37. What were three key proposals Pres. Wilson made among his “14 Points?” 
38. What factors lead to the U.S. not joining the League of Nations created by the Treaty of Versailles following WWI? 

39. What effect did the Senate’s rejection of the Versailles Treaty have on U.S. foreign policy after the war? 

 

 


